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AMERICA IS IN THE HEART: A PERSONAL 

HISTORY 

By: Carlos Bulosan 
 
From Amazon.com 
First published in 1946, this autobiography of the well-
known Filipino poet describes his boyhood in the 
Philippines, his voyage to America, and his years of 
hardship and despair as an itinerant laborer following 
the harvest trail in the rural West. Bulosan does not 
spare the reader any of the horrors that accompanied 
the migrant's life; but his quiet, stoic voice is the most 
convincing witness to those terrible events. 
   
 

 
 
 

AMERICAN BORN CHINESE 

By: Gene Yang 
 
From Amazon.com 
Indie graphic novelist Gene Yang's intelligent and 
emotionally challenging American Born Chinese is 
made up of three individual plotlines: the determined 
efforts of the Chinese folk hero Monkey King to shed 
his humble roots and be revered as a god; the 
struggles faced by Jin Wang, a lonely Asian American 
middle school student who would do anything to fit in 
with his white classmates; and the sitcom plight of 
Danny, an All-American teen so shamed by his 
Chinese cousin Chin-Kee (a purposefully painful 
ethnic stereotype) that he is forced to change schools. 
Each story works well on its own, but Yang engineers 
a clever convergence of these parallel tales into a 
powerful climax that destroys the hateful stereotype of 
Chin-Kee, while leaving both Jin Wang and the 
Monkey King satisfied and happy to be who they are.  

Yang skillfully weaves these affecting, often humorous 
stories together to create a masterful commentary 
about race, identity, and self-acceptance that has 
earned him a spot as a finalist for the National Book 
Award for Young People. The artwork, rendered in a 
chromatically cool palette, is crisp and clear, with 
clean white space around center panels that sharply 
focuses the reader's attention in on Yang's achingly 
familiar characters. There isn't an adolescent alive 
who won't be able to relate to Jin's wish to be 
someone other than who he is, and his gradual 
realization that there is no better feeling than being 
comfortable in your own skin.--Jennifer Hubert  
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ASIAN AMERICANS: AN INTERPRETIVE HISTORY 

Sucheng Chan 
 
From Library Journal 
Chan (history and Asian American studies, Univ. of 
California) has written an excellent introduction to the 
history of Asians in the United States from the 1840s 
to the present. Based upon existing scholarship, Chan 
portrays Asian-Americans not just as victims of racial 
discrimination, but as agents of change attempting to 
shape their own destinies. Thus, exclusionary laws 
and incidents of anti-Asian violence are countered by 
examples of legal or political action on the part of 
individuals or groups to improve their conditions. 
Despite their successes, Chan cautions against 
accepting the image of Asians as the "model minority," 
pointing out differences among Asian groups and 
continued discriminatory barriers. Including a 
chronology and filmography, this is an essential 
purchase for undergraduate collections, especially 
where issues of diversity have introduced a need for a 
concise overview of this subject. 
 
 

 

ASIAN AMERICAN DREAMS: THE EMERGENCE 

OF AN AMERICAN PEOPLE 

By: Helen Zia 
 
From Publishers Weekly 
While growing up in New Jersey in the 1950s and 
'60s, Zia was provided with plenty of American history 
by her teachers, while her father inundated her with 
stories of China's past. Yet she was left wondering 
about people like herself, Asian Americans, who 
seemed to be "MIH--Missing in History." In this 
ambitious and richly detailed account of the formation 
of the Asian-American community--which extends 
from the first major wave of immigration to Gold 
Mountain" (as the Chinese dubbed America during the 
gold rush) to the recent influx of Southeast Asians, 
who since 1975 have nearly doubled the Asian-
American population--Zia fills those absences, while 
examining the complex origins of the events she 
relates. The result is a vivid personal and national 
history, in which Zia guides us through a range of 
recent flash points that have galvanized the Asian-
American community. Among them are the brutal, 
racially motivated murder of Vincent Chin in Detroit in 
1982; the devastating riots in Los Angeles in 1992, 
where almost half of the $1 billion in damages to the 
city were sustained by Korean-American shop 
owners; and the embattled South Asian New York City 
cab drivers who, in May of 1998, banded together with 
the New York Taxi Workers alliance and pulled off a 
citywide strike. The recent boom in the Asian-
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American population (from half a million in the 1950s 
to 7.3 million in 1990), coupled with Zia's fresh 
perspective, makes it unlikely that their stories will go 
missing again. (Mar.) 
 
 
AND JUSTICE FOR ALL: AN ORAL HISTORY OF 

THE JAPANESE AMERICAN DETENTION CAMPS 

By: John Tateishi 
 
From Amazon.com 
At the outbreak of World War II, more than 115,000 
Japanese American civilians living on the West Coast 
of the United States were rounded up and sent to 
desolate "relocation" camps, where most spent the 
duration of the war. In this poignant and bitter yet 
inspiring oral history, John Tateishi allows thirty 
Japanese Americans, victims of this trauma, to speak 
for themselves. And Justice for All captures the 
personal feelings and experiences of the only group of 
American citizens ever to be confined in concentration 
camps in the United States. In this new edition of the 
book, which was originally published in 1984, an 
Afterword by the author brings up to date the lives of 
those he interviewed. 
 
 

 

BALANCING TWO WORLDS: ASIAN AMERICAN 

COLLEGE STUDENTS TELL THEIR LIFE STORIES 

By: Andrew Garrod and Robert Kilkenny 
 
From Amazon.com 
"Those who find themselves living in the Americas, no 
matter what their ethnic, educational, or economic 
background, must ultimately 'become their own 
personalities,' melding their point of view with their 
points of origin and their places of settlement. For 
immigrant or refugee families and their children, this 
'process of becoming' often means struggling with the 
contradictions of race, generation, economics, class, 
work, religion, gender, and sexuality within the family, 
workplace, or school. . . . Perhaps nowhere is the 
struggle more raw, poignant, and moving than in the 
words of the younger generation at the cusp of such 
becoming. We readers can also find insights within 
the candid accounts of their personal lives and in the 
experiences of their family and friends."--from 
Balancing Two Worlds  

Balancing Two Worlds highlights themes surrounding 
the creation of Asian American identity. This book 
contains fourteen first-person narratives by Asian 
American college students, most of whom have 
graduated during the first five years of the twenty-first 
century. Their engaging accounts detail the students' 
very personal struggles with issues of assimilation, 
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gender, religion, sexuality, family conflicts, educational 
stereotypes, and being labeled the "model minority." 
Some of the students relate stories drawn from their 
childhood and adolescent experiences, while others 
focus more on their college experiences at Dartmouth.  

Anyone who wants to learn about the changing 
concept of race in America and what it's like to be a 
young American of Chinese, Japanese, Korean, 
Vietnamese, Burmese, or South Asian descent--from 
educators and college administrators to students and 
their families--will find Balancing Two Worlds a 
compelling read and a valuable resource.  

 
GROWING UP BROWN: MEMOIRS OF A FILIPINO 

AMERICAN 

By: Peter M. Jamero, Dorothy Cordova, Fred 
Cordova, and Peter Bacho 

 
From Amazon.com 
"I may have been like other boys, but there was a 
major difference -- my family include 80 to 100 single 
young men residing in a Filipino farm-labor camp. It 
was as a ‘campo’ boy that I first learned of my 
ancestral roots and the sometimes tortuous path that 
Filipinos took in sailing halfway around the world to 
the promise that was America. It was as a campo boy 
that I first learned the values of family, community, 
hard work, and education. As a campo boy, I also 
began to see the two faces of America, a place where 
Filipinos were at once welcomed and excluded, were 
considered equal and were discriminated against. It 
was a place where the values of fairness and freedom 
often fell short when Filipinos put them to the test." -- 
Peter Jamero  

Peter Jamero’s story of hardship and success 
illuminates the experience of what he calls the "bridge 
generation" -- the American-born children of the 
Filipinos recruited as farm workers in the 1920s and 
30s. Their experiences span the gap between these 
early immigrants and those Filipinos who owe their 
U.S. residency to the liberalization of immigration laws 
in 1965. His book is a sequel of sorts to Carlos 
Bulosan’s America Is in the Heart, with themes of 
heartbreaking struggle against racism and poverty 
and eventual triumph.  

Jamero describes his early life in a farm-labor camp in 
Livingston, California, and the path that took him, 
through naval service and graduate school, far 
beyond Livingston. A longtime community activist and 
civic leader, Jamero describes decades of toil and 
progress before the Filipino community entered the 
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sociopolitical mainstream. He shares a wealth of 
anecdotes and reflections from his career as an 
executive of health and human service programs in 
Sacramento, Washington, D.C., Seattle, and San 
Francisco.  

 
MY COUNTRY VERSUS ME: THE FIRST-HAND 

ACCOUNT BY THE LOS ALAMOS SCIENTIST WHO 

WAS FALSELY ACCUSED OF BEING A SPY 

By: Wen Ho Lee 
 
From Publishers Weekly 
In a story that would seem fantastic even if it were 
fictional, the Taiwan-born Lee relates his traumatic 
saga of being accused by the government of the high 
crime of espionage, detailing his life before, during 
and after the accusation. Lee, a "patriotic" American 
scientist who worked at the Los Alamos National 
Laboratory in New Mexico, helped develop our 
national defense capabilities and also assisted the FBI 
to help protect U.S. nuclear secrets. He was shocked 
to find himself the subject of scrutiny. Nevertheless, 
based on nothing but hollow government allegations, 
apparent racism and the need for a scapegoat, Lee 
explains how Congress' and the national media's 
portrayal of him as a traitor more dangerous than the 
Rosenbergs resulted in ruining his life and reputation. 
Though not convicted, he spent nearly a year in 1999 
shackled and chained in prison. Now that his case has 
been settled, he is free to tell his story, and Stella's 
reading of it is superb. He chose to avoid an obvious 
Chinese accent, opting instead to deliver the text 
using only the stiffness associated with someone 
whose first language is not English. This makes for a 
performance that is so convincing, it is shocking to 
hear his voice sans this effect when he reads. 
 
 

 

NO-NO BOY 

By: John Okada 

From eNotes.com 

No-No Boy, by John Okada, was first published in 

1957. Set in Seattle after the end of World War II, 

it tells the story of Ichiro Yamada, a young 

Japanese American who refused to serve in the 

U.S. armed forces during the war and was 

consequently imprisoned for two years. Now, 

following his release, Ichiro regrets the decision 

he made and fears that as a “no-no” boy he has no 

future in the United States, in spite of the fact that 

he was born and educated there. During the two 
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weeks in his life described in the novel, he 

gradually learns to put aside his self-hatred and 

rediscover a sense of hope and belonging. 

No-No Boy made little impact on first publication, 

but interest in the novel grew in the 1970s, and in 

the early 2000s, it was established as one of the 

classic, pioneering Asian American novels. It 

opens a window on the Japanese American 

experience in the immediate postwar period, 

particularly on the generational conflict between 

the Issei (the first generation of Japanese 

immigrants, who were born in Japan) and the 

Nisei (the second generation, born in the United 

States), and the struggles of the Nisei to come to 

terms with their dual heritage. As such, the novel 

has relevance for the experience of many 

immigrant communities in the United States.  

 
 
 
 

 

SAME DIFFERENCE & OTHER STORIES 

By: Derek Kirk Kim 
 
From Amazon.com 
After selling through the self-published run of Same 
Difference and Other Stories in just a few short 
months, Derek Kirk Kim proudly moves his debut 
collection to Top Shelf! Through a series of sensitive - 
and often hilarious - short stories, Kim deftly explores 
the not-so-average twenty-something's quarter-life 
crisis, romantic neurosis, and a refreshing slice of 
Korean-American life.  
 

 
  
SEATTLE'S INTERNATIONAL DISTRICT: THE 

MAKING OF A PAN-ASIAN AMERICAN 

COMMUNITY 

By: Doug Chin 
 
From Amazon.com 
Seattle's International District: The Making of a Pan-
Asian American Community traces the journey of 
early Asian immigrants to Seattle, describes their 
early settlements, and chronicles the evolution of the 
International District from its early times to the 
present. It covers the ebb and flow of the area, the 
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struggles to preserve it, internal and external conflicts, 
and the important forces, government policies, events, 
and people who have shaped the District. It is a story 
about the movement of the Chinatowns, the heydays 
of the 1920s, Filipino immigrants and union 
organizing, the internment of Japanese Americans, 
the decline of the District and how it fought back, the 
changing social and political structure of the 
neighborhood, the areaís residential and commercial 
revitalization, and its emergence as a present-day 
pan-Asian American. 
 
 

SHORTCOMINGS 

By: Adrian Tomine 
 
From Amazon.com 
Amazon Significant Seven, November 2007: Adrian 
Tomine draws his mid-twenties slackers with an 
impeccable, exact line for every slumpy gesture and 
cultivated rumple. In Shortcomings, this ex-
wunderkind tackles a book-length comic for the first 
time after three collections of stories, and his maturity 
shows not so much in the ages of his characters, who 
are still slackly wandering, dropping out of grad school 
or managing a movie theater, but in his calm and 
masterful handling of his story, in which vividly 
individual characters wander through the maze of 
imposed and self-generated stereotypes of Asian and 
American identities (the title is a wry allusion to one of 
the most enduring of those assumptions). 
 
 

 

STRANGERS FROM A DIFFERENT SHORE: A 

HISTORY OF ASIAN AMERICANS 

By: Ronald Takaki 
 
From Library Journal 
This popular history of Asian Americans--Chinese, 
Japanese, Koreans, Vietnamese, Filipinos, and 
Indians--based frequently on primary sources, shows 
how they have made their presence felt in America 
from the early 1800s. Their immigration has been 
marked by the cruelty of forced labor, poverty, and 
intense prejudice. Many had come searching for a 
better life after hearing tales of gold nuggets on city 
streets, money on trees, and the famed "gold 
mountain." Instead, they found the endless chopping 
of sugar cane, the sweat of laundries, the backache of 
building railroads. Later generations discovered the 
lack of opportunity despite prestigious university 
degrees. This is fascinating reading, highly 
recommended. 
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YELLOW: RACE IN AMERICA BEYOND BLACK 

AND WHITE 

By: Frank Wu 
 
From Amazon.com 
Yellow by Frank H. Wu is an eclectic, incisive 
investigation-cum-meditation that, though focusing on 
Asian Americans, recasts the United States' ongoing 
debate about racial identity in all forms. Wu suggests 
that the widespread stereotyping of Asian Americans, 
while "superficially positive," is inherently damaging. 
Mixing personal anecdotes, current events, academic 
studies, and court cases, Wu not only debunks the 
myth of a "model minority" but also makes 
discomfiting observations about attitudes toward 
affirmative action, what he calls "rational" 
discrimination, mixed marriages, racial profiling, and 
the "false divisions" of integration versus pluralism and 
assimilation versus multiculturalism. Though its 
conclusions are unremarkable, Yellow is thought 
provoking. The book's strength--besides its clarity and 
thoughtfulness--is a lack of tendentiousness. Wu 
prefers to suggest, not posit; muse, not shout; and ask 
questions, not necessarily answer them. 
 

 

YELL-OH GIRLS! EMERGING VOICES EXPLORE 

CULTURE, IDENTITY, AND GROWING UP ASIAN 

AMERICAN 

By: Vickie Nam 
 
From Publishers Weekly 
Coming of age as an Asian-American girl in the 
largely white reaches of upstate New York, editor 
Nam writes that she began to "make sense of the 
contradictions of being Asian, American, and a girl" 
through writing, as did many of the young women 
whose stories, essays, poems and letters she's 
compiled in this vibrant, much-needed anthology. 
Though Nam received hundreds of contributions, the 
collection includes only 80 brief selections (most are 
under three pages) by budding writers between 15 
and 22 years of age, from all over the country. Nam 
presents the pieces according to theme with helpful 
background information and analyses of the works, 
and ends each section with a "Mentor Piece" by an 
established Asian-American writer on her own 
coming-of-age (these include essays by Lois-Ann 
Yamanaka and Helen Zia). The real stars in this 
collection, however, are girls like high school senior 
Rona Luo, who waxes lyrical about the "last time I saw 
my father chow" (cook with a wok). Other essays 
discuss body image, interracial friendship and dating, 
adoption, "model minority" stereotypes, Asian-
American feminist activism, sexuality, language and 
white boys' "Asian fetish." Nam regrets that her youth 
was filled with silence on the subject of being young 
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and Asian-American. Thanks to this fine collection of 
writings, future generations of Asian-American girls 
need not feel so isolated. (Aug.)Forecast: Though the 
book will appeal to young Asian-American women, the 
writers' focus on the tough work of establishing 
identity will make it relevant to young women of all 
ethnic backgrounds. Essential for high school 
libraries. 
 
 


